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MODULE 1
Getting Involved In Code Development &

  How to Submit a Code Change and Comment

Ali Fattah, City of San Diego
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Why Participate in Code Development?
Common reasons not to 
participate
• I am buried with work and 

do not have the time or 
staff to do so.

• I am not a good public 
speaker.

• I am not a code expert 
familiar with why the code 
says what is says.

• Isn’t there someone else 
already maintaining the 
building standards in the 
Code?
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Reason to Participate

 
• It is our code, and we                            

energetically enforce it.
• I always wondered why the code says 

what it says.
• I am tired arguing about a silly and 

unnecessary requirement in the code.
• I wished the code would say what I want it 

to say.
• When I review alternate methods and 

materials applications participating in 
code development helps better inform my 
decision making.
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ICC governmental consensus 
process gives the final say/vote 
to the Building Official.
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How do I participate?
 
• Watch hearing web                                          cast 

online for free
• Submit a code change.
• Participate on a code development committee 

through local ICC chapter.
• Attend the Long Beach CAH2 hearings.
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How do I develop a code change?
• You struggle with an issue in                                                  

your jurisdiction.
• You reach out to a fellow Building                                               

Official, ICC staff, or members of your                           
local ICC chapter.

• Achieve local consensus on the actual code change 
and the reason statement.

• This is similar to code adoption in your local 
jurisdiction when you go before your City Council for 
approval of an ordinance.

8
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How do I develop a code change?
• You struggle with an issue in your jurisdiction.
• You reach out to a fellow Building Official, ICC staff, or 

members of your local ICC chapter.
• Achieve local consensus on the actual code change 

and the reason statement.
• This is similar to code adoption in your local 

jurisdiction when you go before your City Council for 
approval of an ordinance.

• Go online on the ICC Code Development Archives
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https://www.iccsafe.org/products-and-services/i-codes/code-development/code-development-archives/
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How do I submit a code change?
• Get an ICC account or use the log-in for your ICC account. A 

code change proposal can be submitted by anyone.
• Review the code development schedule
• Log into CDPAccess   Sign In or Register (cdpaccess.com)
• Review the how to guides Help Articles (cdpaccess.com)
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• Give the proposal a name
• Determine whether your proposal is public or 

private
• Determine if modifying code or adding new section 

and make selection.
• Select code, chapter, section (CDP access has 

published code text)

https://www.cdpaccess.com/login/
https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024_2026_Code-Development-Schedule_3_17_23.pdf
https://www.cdpaccess.com/login/
https://www.cdpaccess.com/help/
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How do I submit a code change?
• Give the proposal a name
• Determine whether your proposal is public or private
• Determine if modifying code or adding new section and make selection.
• Select code, chapter, section (CDP access has published code text)
• Create code change
• Develop documentation:                                                                                               

reason statement, cost                                                                                                       
impact statement.

• Upload photos, drawings, etc
• Collaborate
• Copyright release
• Finalize and submit
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How do I submit a comment?
• A comment is regarding the committee decision in hearing CAH 

1 or to improve a code change (can be any code change).
• Read the code change monograph - by committee  Committee 

Hearing Results and watch hearing video. Need to have code 
change number.

• Develop proposal same steps as a new proposal except 
modifying or adding to original proposal. 

• ICC Staff determine if the comment is within the scope of the 
original code change.

• Comment deadline passed for Long Beach.
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https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/IBC-Egress-2024.pdf
https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024-Committee-Action-for-Mag-Group-A.pdf
https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024-Committee-Action-for-Mag-Group-A.pdf
https://www.cdpaccess.com/videos/
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How do I submit a Floor Modification?
• A floor modification is submitted to further modify a Comment.
• Can only be heard if Committee Chair, ICC staff, hearing 

Moderator allow the modification to be heard.
• Develop floor modification in same steps as a new proposal 

except modifying or adding to original proposal.
• Can correct errors incorporate feedback of others. 
• Can be submitted after CAH2 hearing monograph is published 

September 5 as a part of hearing agenda items.
• Floor mod can also be submitted at hearing but before the item 

is heard.
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Keep fingers crossed & hope for the best

14



CALIFORNIA BUILDING OFFICIALS

Reward
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MODULE 2
How to Read the Monograph

TRUONG HUYNH, CITY OF LONG BEACH
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What is the Complete Monograph?

Purpose and Overview
• A comprehensive document that 

compiles all proposed code changes 
to the latest edition of the I-Codes 
(e.g., IBC, IRC, IFC, IEBC, etc.).

17

• Serves as the official record of code change proposals, 
rationale, committee and public comments, and final 
action results each proposed change.

• Helps code officials and stakeholders to review, analyze, 
and understand potential changes and their impacts to 
building and fire regulations.
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What is the Complete Monograph?

Monograph at Each Code Development Stage
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 Proposals  Proposals
 1st Actions
 Comments

 Proposals
 2nd Actions
 Public Comments

CAH #1 CAH #2 PCH
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Using the Complete Monograph
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Responsibilities in the Code Development Process
• Reviewing Proposals: Analyze the 

impact of changes on local codes.
• Providing Feedback: Participate in 

committee or public comment 
periods.

• Decision-Making: Use document to 
make inform decisions on proposals.

• Collaboration: Work with fellow code 
officials and stakeholders like 
architects, engineers, contractors, 
and the public.
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Structure of the Complete Monograph
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Main Component of the Document
• Introduction: Provide overall instruction and organization 

of document (e.g., table of content, hearing process, 
schedule, procedure, etc.).

• Sections: Organized by categories of code change 
proposals (e.g., egress, fire-safety, general, structural, 
etc.) and the code committees that hears the proposals.

• Code Change Proposals: Each section contains proposals 
submitted by stakeholders.

• Supporting Information: Rationales, cost impact 
statements, committee actions, comments, and public 
comments.
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Structure of the Complete Monograph
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Table of Content
• Use the table of content 

to locate specific category 
of code change proposals.

Tips for First Time Users
• Document is bookmarked 

to allow for ease of 
navigation.

• Use search feature.
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Structure of the Complete Monograph
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Code Committee Members
• Identifies who the 

members are, the 
organizations, companies 
or jurisdictions they 
represent.

• At least 1/3 of the 
members are 
governmental members.

• Staff Secretariat from ICC.
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Structure of the Complete Monograph
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Hearing Order
• Tentative order to hear 

proposals at the hearings; 
subject to change at the 
hearings.

• Proposals that impact the 
same subject are grouped 
together to permit 
consideration in 
consecutive order.

• Some proposals not listed 
are heard by another code 
committee.
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Structure of the Complete Monograph
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Elements of a Proposal
• Proposal number.
• Section.
• Proponent.
• Proposed text.
• Reason.
• Cost impact.
Public Hearing Result
• Committee action.
Individual Consideration Agenda
• Comments.
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How to Read the Monograph
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Step-by-Step Guide
• Step 1: Identify the code, chapter, or section of interest.
• Step 2: Locate the corresponding code change proposals 

using the proposal number.
• Step 3: Review the proposed text changes and rationale.
• Step 4: Consider the committee actions and reasons, 

comments, and public comments.

Tips for First-Time Users
• Start with familiar sections of the code.
• Use the table of contents and index for easier navigation.
• Familiarize yourself with the acronyms.
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How to Read the Monograph
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Key Factors to Consider
• Impact on Safety and Compliance: 

Will the change improve or 
compromise safety?

• Feasibility: Is the change practical 
for implementation?

• Cost Implications: Are there 
significant cost increases or savings?

• Equity and Accessibility: Does the 
proposal consider all community 
members?
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How to Read the Monograph
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Acronyms | Code Committees
Acronym Description

IBC-E Building Code – Means of Egress Committee

IBC-FS Building Code – Fire-Safety Committee

IBC-G Building Code – General Committee

IBC-S Building Code – Structural Committee

IEBC Existing Building Code Committee

IFC Fire Code Committee

IRC-B Residential Code – Building Committee

ISPSC Swimming Pool and Spa Code Committee
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How to Read the Monograph

28

Acronyms | Letter Prefixes of Proposed Code Change Group
Acronym Description

E International Building Code – Means of Egress

F International Fire Code 

FS International Building Code – Fire-Safety

G International Building Code – General

S International Building Code – Structural

SP International Swimming Pool and Spa Code

WUIC International Wildland-Urban Interface Code
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How to Read the Monograph
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Acronyms | Actions
Acronym Description

AS As Submitted

AM As Modified

AMC As Modified by Committee in 1st or 2nd CAH

AMPC As Modified by Public Comment

D Disapproved

WP Withdrawn by the Proponent
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Case Study Example
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Step-by-Step Guide
• Walkthrough of a specific 

proposal in the 2024 
Monograph.

• Analyze the proposal, 
consider public comments, 
and make an informed 
decision.

• Discuss the potential impact 
of adopting the change.
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Code Change Proposal | Scissor Stairway
• Proposal Number.

• Section.

• Proponent.

Case Study Example

31
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Code Change Proposal | Scissor Stairway
• Proposed Text.

Case Study Example
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Code Change Proposal | Scissor Stairway
• Reason.

Case Study Example
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Code Change Proposal | Scissor Stairway
• Cost Impact.

Case Study Example
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Code Change Proposal | Scissor Stairway
• Committee Action.

Case Study Example
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Code Change Proposal | Scissor Stairway
• Comment.

Case Study Example
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Best Practices for Code Officials
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Network with Experienced Professionals
• Join professional organizations and 

forums.
• Seek mentorship from seasoned code 

officials.

Document and Share Insights
• Keep records of interpretations and 

decisions.
• Share knowledge with peers and the 

community.
• Use Monograph in your daily work to 

ensure code compliance and safety.
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MODULE 3
Code Hearings: Testifying and Proposing Changes 

ALI FATTAH, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
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CALBO TRAINING INSTITUTE

Code Hearings: Testifying and Proposed Changes 
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INTENT
At the code development hearing, the ICC Code 
Development Committees for each of the International 
Codes holds a public hearing on all code change 
proposals. Notice of the hearing is announced at least 
60 days in advance.
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Hearings
Hearings  in the code development process include:
 Group A 

 2024 Committee Action Hearings – Group A #1 April 
27 – May 6, 2025 Orlando, FL

 2024 Committee Action Hearings – Group A #2 
October 23–31, 2024 Long Beach, CA

 Group  B 
 2025 Committee Action Hearings – Group B #1 April 

27 – May 6, 2025 Orlando, FL
 2025 Committee Action Hearings – Group B #2 

October 19–30, 2025 Cleveland, OH  
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Hearings
Hearings  in the code development process includes final 
vote by governmental voting members:

2026 Public Comment Hearings – Group A & B
April 19–28, 2026

The Connecticut Convention Center
Hartford CT
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HEARING MODERATOR
The moderators must have an authoritative presence 
and a good understanding of the code development 
process.

 The ICC president selects the hearing moderators.
 Typically, the hearing moderators are active, 

experienced members.
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PROPONENTS, OPPONENTS AND 
OTHERS
Any interested party may attend and take part in open 
meetings. Typical participants are:
 Regulating officials, such as:

 Plan Reviewers 
 Inspectors
 Code Officials

 Industry representatives.
 Product manufacturers.
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PROPONENTS, OPPONENTS AND 
OTHERS
Any interested party may attend and take part in open 
meetings. Typical participants are:
 Design professionals
 Builders and contractors
 Advocate organizations
 Federal government organizations



CALIFORNIA BUILDING OFFICIALS

52

PUBLIC HEARING
 At the public hearing, the committee hears public 

testimony on each proposal.
 The purpose is to obtain as much information as 

possible about each proposed change to help the 
committee make recommendations to the 
membership for the final disposition of the proposed 
changes.
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PUBLIC HEARING PRELIMINARY 
ACTIONS
 Hearing order revisions

 Usually grouping of related subjects 
 Withdrawals

 Other changes address the same issue as well or better
 Notice error or conflict
 Supporting documents no longer valid (replaced, out-

of-print, etc.)
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INDIVIDUAL CODE CHANGE AGENDA
The individual change hearings follow this order:

 Moderator calls each code change proposal to the floor
 Look at the hearing order since, for example, the Means of Egress 

Committee may consider items in General Committee or Fire Safety 
Committee may consider Structural Committee items. Link page 44

 Public testimony – both for and against
 Committee discussion and vote
 Assembly consideration

https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/Introduction-CAH2-compressed.pdf
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COMMITTEE PARTICIPATION
 Committee members question proponents and opponents
 Chair calls for motions
 Committee member makes a motion to:

 Approve the code change proposal. – As Submitted (AS)
 Approve the code change proposal with one or more 

modifications. – As Modified (AM)
 Disapprove the code change proposal. – Denial (D)
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COMMITTEE PARTICIPATION
(CONTINUED)
 Committee discusses the motion.
 Committee member provides reason for 

the motion.
 Committee votes on motion by show of 

hands.
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MODIFICATIONS TO THE PROPOSED CODE 
CHANGE (CONTINUED)
When?
 During Public Testimony bring up the modification

How?
 In CDP Access.  Electronically
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REPORT OF THE PUBLIC HEARING
The results of the public hearings are published on the ICC web 
site. Each published report contains the following information:
1. Reference number
2. Committee’s action
3. Instruction line
4. Test of proposed change
5. Note
6. Committee’s reason for or against
7. Assembly action
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MODULE 4
cdpACCESS Overview & 

What to Expect in Long Beach

DARCY DAVIDSON, CITY OF CARLSBAD
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cdpACCESS Login
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cdpACCESS Homepage
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cdpACCESS Proposals
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cdpACCESS Proposals
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cdpACCESS Proposals
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cdpACCESS Hearing Videos
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cdpACCESS Hearing Videos
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HEARING REGISTRATION



CALIFORNIA BUILDING OFFICIALS

70

HEARING SCHEDULE
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WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE HEARINGS
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WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE HEARINGS

Hearing Hours: 8AM – 7PM

1-hour lunch break

CA sits at the back, right side
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SPEAKING AT THE MIC

Use the correct height mic, but

Don’t touch the mic!
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CONNECT WITH A CODE COMMITTEE

4th Thursday Monthly    1st Wednesday Monthly

info@firepreventionofficers.org icclabc.org/code-coordination

These committees are open to all

mailto:info@firepreventionofficers.org
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/icclabc.org/code-coordination__;!!E_4xU6-vwMWK-Q!tZvPa72HajN9WkuS7rKy4ouEJEjuFMyTWkpMnnXs9H62kdY3l6h3GT_gGvTnUE4aSwgZEhKFbzOQ_RbWZG7D4IXI2K69vrnRhZ6KEw$
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USEFUL LINKS

cdpACCESS
Sign In or Register (cdpaccess.com)

Monograph
https://www.iccsafe.org/products-and-services/i-codes/code-
development-process/2024-2026-group-a/#a-docs

Register for the Hearings:
2024 Conference and Expo – Welcome - ICC (iccsafe.org)

CAH2 Schedule for Long Beach:
2024_Group_A_CAH2_Schedule.pdf (iccsafe.org)

https://www.cdpaccess.com/login/
https://www.iccsafe.org/products-and-services/i-codes/code-development-process/2024-2026-group-a/
https://www.iccsafe.org/products-and-services/i-codes/code-development-process/2024-2026-group-a/
https://www.iccsafe.org/events/conference/welcome/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=2024_Conference&term=icc%20hearings&utm_term=icc%20hearings&utm_campaign=2024+Codes+%26+References&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=9306270912&hsa_cam=20517211387&hsa_grp=160658822803&hsa_ad=696439182210&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-2318408086994&hsa_kw=icc%20hearings&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwlvW2BhDyARIsADnIe-KfBP7dRQ3uq6uIyA7ezLrTxJIYdLzUEp3J46XALqKdyVasZeSVK8caAgPPEALw_wcB
https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024_Group_A_CAH2_Schedule.pdf
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QUESTIONS?
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