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ADVOCACY	  IN	  ACTION:	  	  
A	  CASE	  STUDY	  ON	  AB	  2873	  

Nicole	  Virga	  Bau3sta	  
March	  20,	  2017	  

Session	  Agenda	  

•  Introduc3on	  
•  The	  Problem	  
•  The	  Proposed	  Solu3on	  
•  The	  Problem	  with	  the	  Solu3on	  
•  CALBO	  Coali3on	  Building	  
•  Ac3va3on	  
•  Crossing	  the	  Finish	  Line	  

Time	  Line	  
•  December	  2015-‐Disability	  Right	  CA	  reaches	  out	  to	  CALBO	  Access	  CommiNee	  to	  Discuss	  Legisla3on	  rela3ng	  to	  

increasing	  fees	  to	  beNer	  fund	  CASp	  tes3ng	  and	  cer3fica3on	  
•  February	  2016-‐AB	  2873	  is	  introduced	  as	  a	  spot	  bill	  
•  March	  2016-‐AB	  2873	  amended	  to	  require	  ALL	  building	  inspectors	  to	  be	  CASp	  cer3fied	  by	  Jan	  1,	  2017,	  	  increased	  

fee	  collected	  from	  business	  licenses,	  increased	  percent	  of	  fee	  retained	  by	  jurisdic3on	  and	  required	  it	  be	  used	  for	  
CASp	  training;	  CALBO	  takes	  oppose	  unless	  amended	  posi3on;	  starts	  having	  more	  conversa3ons	  with	  the	  author	  
and	  the	  sponsor—why	  ALL	  building	  inspectors?	  

•  March/April	  2016-‐CALBO	  conversa3ons	  with	  sponsor	  and	  author	  increase;	  CALBO	  starts	  working	  with	  other	  
stakeholders	  (CBIA,	  CBPA,	  the	  League,	  CSAC)	  

•  April	  2016-‐AB	  2873	  amended	  and	  pushes	  implementa3on	  date	  to	  January	  2018;	  clarifies	  that	  it	  applies	  to	  
building	  inspectors	  who	  perform	  permi\ng	  and	  plan	  checking;	  CALBO	  Class	  I	  Members	  aNend	  Leadership	  and	  
Advocacy	  Day	  and	  talk	  to	  legislators	  about	  AB	  2873	  

•  May	  2016-‐AB	  2873	  amended	  and	  pushes	  implementa3on	  date	  to	  January	  2020	  and	  requires	  access	  inspec3ons	  
for	  renova3ons	  in	  addi3on	  to	  new	  construc3on;	  moves	  fee	  collected	  from	  business	  licenses	  to	  building	  permits	  
but	  sunsets	  the	  fee	  collec3on	  in	  2019	  

•  June	  2016-‐AB	  2873	  passes	  Assembly	  and	  moves	  to	  Senate;	  DSA	  opposes	  fees	  collected	  from	  building	  permits	  
and	  wants	  it	  moved	  back	  to	  permits	  

•  July	  2016-‐Conversa3ons	  con3nue	  with	  author	  and	  stakeholders;	  CALBO	  is	  moving	  closer	  to	  removing	  
opposi3on;	  CALBO	  keeps	  members	  engaged	  and	  puts	  members’	  feedback	  at	  the	  forefront	  of	  all	  conversa3ons	  

•  August	  2016-‐AB	  2873	  amended	  to	  move	  fee	  to	  business	  licenses	  and	  allow	  it	  to	  be	  collected	  from	  building	  
permits	  if	  the	  jurisdic3on	  doesn’t	  require	  business	  license;	  pushes	  implementa3on	  date	  to	  2021	  and	  gives	  new	  
hires	  24	  months	  to	  comply;	  amended	  to	  extend	  the	  fee	  collec3on	  (lower	  rate)	  indefinitely	  

•  August	  2016-‐Coali3on	  grows,	  daily	  check-‐ins,	  CALBO	  moves	  to	  oppose,	  grassroots	  ac3vated,	  bill	  moves	  to	  
Senate	  floor	  and	  dies	  
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Time	  Line	  
•  December	  2015-‐Disability	  Right	  CA	  reaches	  
out	  to	  CALBO	  Access	  CommiNee	  to	  Discuss	  
Legisla3on	  rela3ng	  to	  increasing	  fees	  to	  
beNer	  fund	  CASp	  tes3ng	  and	  cer3fica3on	  

✓	  

Time	  Line	  
•  February	  2016	  
– AB	  2873	  is	  introduced	  as	  a	  spot	  bill	  
– CALBO	  begins	  tracking	  the	  bill	  

Time	  Line	  
•  March	  2016-‐AB	  2873	  amended	  to	  require	  
ALL	  building	  inspectors	  to	  be	  CASp	  cer3fied	  
by	  Jan	  1,	  2017,	  	  increased	  fee	  collected	  from	  
business	  licenses,	  increased	  percent	  of	  fee	  
retained	  by	  jurisdic3on	  and	  required	  it	  be	  
used	  for	  CASp	  training;	  CALBO	  takes	  oppose	  
unless	  amended	  posi3on;	  starts	  having	  more	  
conversa3ons	  with	  the	  author	  and	  the	  
sponsor—why	  ALL	  building	  inspectors?	  



4/12/17	  

3	  

Problem:	  backlog	  
and	  delay	  ensuring	  
access	  requirements	  
are	  met	  (DRC)	  	  	  

Solu3on:	  All	  building	  
inspectors	  must	  be	  
CASp	  cer3fied.	  

• CASp	  exam	  pass	  rate	  is	  
28%	  1	  

• Cost	  prohibi3ve,	  even	  
with	  a	  fee	  increase	  2	  

• CASp	  is	  not	  necessarily	  
the	  right	  measurement	  3	  

What’s	  the	  problem	  with	  the	  solu3on?	  
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So,	  would	  you	  
require	  a	  cop	  to	  
pass	  the	  bar?	  

Time	  Line	  
•  March/April	  2016	  
–  CALBO’s	  conversa3ons	  with	  sponsor	  and	  author	  
increase	  

–  CALBO	  starts	  working	  with	  other	  stakeholders	  (CBIA,	  
CBPA,	  the	  League,	  CSAC)	  

•  April	  2016	  
– AB	  2873	  amended	  and	  pushes	  implementa3on	  date	  
to	  January	  2018;	  clarifies	  that	  it	  applies	  to	  building	  
inspectors	  who	  perform	  permi\ng	  and	  plan	  
checking	  

–  CALBO	  Class	  I	  Members	  aNend	  Leadership	  and	  
Advocacy	  Day	  and	  talk	  to	  legislators	  about	  AB	  2873	  

Time	  Line	  
•  May	  2016	  
– AB	  2873	  amended	  and	  pushes	  implementa3on	  
date	  to	  January	  2020	  and	  requires	  access	  
inspec3ons	  for	  renova3ons	  in	  addi3on	  to	  new	  
construc3on;	  moves	  fee	  collected	  from	  business	  
licenses	  to	  building	  permits	  but	  sunsets	  the	  fee	  
collec3on	  in	  2019	  

– CALBO	  and	  the	  League	  start	  checking	  in	  more	  
frequently	  
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Time	  Line	  
•  June	  2016-‐AB	  2873	  passes	  Assembly	  and	  
moves	  to	  Senate;	  DSA	  opposes	  fees	  collected	  
from	  building	  permits	  and	  wants	  it	  moved	  
back	  to	  permits	  

•  July	  2016-‐Conversa3ons	  con3nue	  with	  
author	  and	  stakeholders;	  CALBO	  is	  moving	  
closer	  to	  removing	  opposi3on;	  CALBO	  keeps	  
members	  engaged	  and	  puts	  members’	  
feedback	  at	  the	  forefront	  of	  all	  conversa3ons	  

Time	  Line	  
•  August	  2016-‐	  

–  AB	  2873	  amended	  to	  move	  fee	  to	  business	  licenses	  and	  
allow	  it	  to	  be	  collected	  from	  building	  permits	  if	  the	  
jurisdic3on	  doesn’t	  require	  business	  license;	  removes	  
exis3ng	  reference	  to	  housing	  codes;	  pushes	  
implementa3on	  date	  to	  2021	  and	  gives	  new	  hires	  24	  
months	  to	  comply;	  amended	  to	  extend	  the	  fee	  collec3on	  
(lower	  rate)	  indefinitely	  

–  Coali3on	  changes	  as	  CBIA	  and	  CBPA	  remove	  opposi3on	  
and	  CAPE	  (labor)	  joins	  in,	  daily	  check-‐ins	  

–  CALBO	  offers	  one	  final	  set	  of	  amends,	  specifying	  a	  low	  
percentage	  of	  building	  inspectors	  (employed	  or	  retained)	  
be	  CASp	  cer3fied,	  but	  sponsor/author	  declines	  

–  CALBO	  moves	  to	  oppose,	  grassroots	  ac3vated,	  bill	  moves	  
to	  Senate	  floor	  and	  dies	  
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Advocacy	  in	  Ac3on	  
•  CALBO	  Called	  
Members	  to	  Ac3on	  

•  Members	  respond	  
with	  hundreds	  of	  
leNers	  

•  CALBO	  staff	  hand	  
delivered	  leNers	  	  

•  CALBO	  staff	  faxed	  
leNers	  

•  CALBO	  staff	  in	  Capitol	  
mee3ng	  with	  
legislators	  

QUICK	  RECAP	  

AB	  2873	  CASp	  (Thurmond,	  D-‐15)	  
•  DRC	  reaches	  out	  to	  CALBO	  about	  a	  bill	  idea	  to	  increase	  the	  

number	  of	  CASps	  in	  CA,	  but	  conversa3ons	  are	  limited	  
•  Bill	  introduced	  and	  subsequently	  amended	  substan3ally	  
•  CALBO’s	  Access	  CommiNee,	  Legisla3ve	  CommiNee	  and	  Board	  of	  

Directors	  weigh	  in	  on	  posi3on	  
•  CALBO	  staff	  “on	  the	  ground”	  building	  coali3ons,	  mee3ng	  with	  

legislators	  and	  commiNee	  staff	  
•  Industry	  offers	  amendments	  (“poison	  pill”)	  and	  they	  are	  accepted-‐

but	  they	  don’t	  go	  far	  enough	  for	  CALBO	  
•  CALBO	  determines	  a	  set	  of	  amendments	  we	  can	  live	  with	  but	  

sponsor	  declines	  
•  CALBO	  calls	  members	  to	  acSon	  and	  they	  respond	  
•  Laser	  focus	  on	  ge\ng	  “no”	  votes	  since	  the	  bill	  required	  2/3	  to	  

pass	  	  
•  Pressure	  not	  liled	  un3l	  Adjournment	  Sine	  Die,	  Bill	  Fails	  	  
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SO	  WHAT	  HAPPENS	  
NEXT?	  

Does	  a	  bill	  every	  really	  die?	  
•  NO!	  	  
•  The	  vehicle	  (actual	  bill	  number)	  can	  die—fails	  
commiNee,	  fails	  floor,	  Governor	  veto	  

•  But	  a	  bill	  starts	  with	  an	  idea	  and	  ideas	  some3mes	  
change,	  but	  olen	  DO	  NOT	  

•  AB	  1379	  (Thurmond)	  Introduced	  in	  2017.	  CALBO	  and	  
CBIA	  immediately	  began	  conversa3ons	  with	  the	  
author	  and	  sponsor	  in	  the	  fall.	  They	  are	  planning	  to	  
only	  address	  the	  fee,	  increasing	  the	  amount	  collected	  
to	  ensure	  jurisdic3ons	  have	  ample	  funding	  to	  train	  for	  
CASp	  cer3fica3on	  
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QUESTIONS?	  


